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While the Doha Round continues to linger ‚between intensive care and crematorium‘ important trade and
investment policy processes are taking place outside of the WTO. This is especially true for international
investment policy. The UNCTAD World
Investment Report 2011 points out, that
as countries continue concluding
International Investment agreements
(IIAs) the policy discourse about the
future orientation of the IIA regime and
how to make IIAs better contribute to
sustainable development is intensifying.
NGOs and social movements from around
the world in November 2011 gathered in
Brussels and launched a „Call for an
Alternative Investment Model“. They see
IIAs – such as the Bilateral Investment
Treaties (BITs) and investment chapters in Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) – as part of an „architecture of
impunity for transnational corporations (TNCs)“, which undermines sovereignty and public interests in both
developed and developing countries. Of particular concern are the
extraordinary rights given to TNCs in IIAs to bypass local and national
legal systems by sueing sovereign states before international arbitral
tribunals like the International Centre for Settlement of Investment
Disputes (ICSID). Recent examples of such Investor to State
arbitration cases are Philipp Morris’s challenges to tobacco regulation
in Uruguay and Australia as well as the possible new case of the
Swedish energy corporation Vattenfall against the nuclear phase out
in Germany.
Known investment treaty arbitrations, 1987‐2010
(cumulative and newly instituted cases)
Source: UNCTAD, WIR 2011, p. 102, Figure III.3

This discussion will be an opportunity for NGOs, trade unions and
policy makers to learn and exchange views about recent trends in
international investment policy and arbitration cases. Feel free to
come along, listen, learn and bring in your views and questions!

Greenpeace, PowerShift & Forum Environment & Development (Germany), Contact: Peter Fuchs, Peter.Fuchs@power‐shift.de
Mobile: +49‐177‐6334900 * Jürgen Knirsch, Juergen.Knirsch@greenpeace.de, Mobile: +49 171 8780 816

